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STATE OF VERMONT

AGENCY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVE] OPMENT
October 29, 2002

Bruce M. Peacock, Manager
Equinox Wind Partners, LLC

Cl/o Catamount Energy Corporation
71 Allen Street, Suite 101

Rutland, Vermont 05701

Re:  Proposed Equlnok Wind Project, Little 'Equinox Mountain, Manchester,
Vermont. FAA, Preliminary Act 248 Review.

Dear Mr, Peacock:

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project having Federal Aviation .
Administration involvernent (DHP #BE98-017). We understand that you also are seeking
8 permit from Vermont's Public Service Board. :

The Division for Historic Preservation has reviewed this proposed undertaking pursuant to
36 CFR 800.4, regulations established by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to
lroplement Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. In addition, the Division
for Historic Preservation has reviewed this proposed undertaking for the purposes of 22

~ project site and the project’s required powerline will utilize existing electrical corridors for

the much of the project. Approximately one-half mile of the powerline will need to be '
installed underground. Several generators will be installed along the powerline route. Jt is
our understanding that the Federal Aviation Administration will rcquire lights on each of
the towers. :

Erxic Gilbertson, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, and Scott Dillon, Survey
Archaeologist for the Division, visited the project site on separate occasions. Mtr. Dillon
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reviewed the proposed project for its potential effects on archaeologically sensitive arcas
and determined that the project area will not likely yield information important to
prehistory as much of the project arca has been previously disturbed. Further
archacological studies are not required. '

As you are aware, Little Equinox Mountain is visible from different locations within the
Manchester Village Historic District, including from the backyard of the Equinox Hotel.
The Hotel was listed individually on the Natjonal Register of Historic Places in 1972 and

the Village, which surtounds the Hotel, was later listed in 1984. Mr. Gilbertson toured this

Using the Division for Historic Preservation®s “Criteria for Evaluating the Effect of
Telecommunieations Facilities on Historic Resources™ we have concluded that the project -
. would have an adverse effect on historic resources. The following adverse effects criterja,
'based on the Telecommunications Criteria and which describe indirect effects, are
applicable to the current project:

[. Installation of the windfarm will create an jintrusion into a hillside
backdrop of an important hjstoric building or group of butidings;

2. Installation of the windfarm will introduce structures that will be
iramatically out of scale with an important historic resource;

3. Installation of the windfarm will introduce new visual, audible or
atmospheric slements to a historic setting.

While we have determined that the installation of the windfarm will have an adverse effect
on the surrounding historic fesourees, we have concluded that the proposed project will not
have an undue adverse effect to these resources. We found the adverse impact not to be
unduc because while the towers are visible from the historic resources, they do not
dominate that view and the historic resources can be enjoyed and interpreted with the
generators in place. :

Two windfarms were previously located on Little Equinox Mountain so a precedence for
- this type of project has already been established and the towers have already been in the
background for these historic resources. In addition, the project is located on Little

predominate than Little Equinox Mountain. The towers are therefora less visible,
particularly from the north (Manchester Village and Manchester Center), as they are not
located at the highest elevation in the area. Also, the new towers, like the ones previously
installed on Little Equinox, will be instailed in such a manuer that if removed in the future
the integrity of the surrounding historic resources will be unimpaired.
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In most cases when there is an adverse impact on historic resources the Division suggests
mitigation. In this case the project has been located so that the impacts already have been
mitigated by previous construction and the configuration of the land.

If you have any questions or nead clarification regarding any of the above, please do not
hesitate to contact Judith W. Ehrlich, Environmental Review Coordinator, at (802) 828-
3049. _ .

Sincerely,

VERM%NT DIVISJON F TORIC PRESERVATION
Eri¢ Gilbertson '

Deputy State Histotic Preservation Officer

Cec:  Warren Coleman, Agency of Natural Resources Planning Division
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